4             EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
The first difficulty, then, will be to try to give expression
to the personality of the Order; the second, to meet the
minds of both types of readers described above. Ambi-
tious as is the task, it is attempted here in deepest love and
filial Reverence for a Society which claims the utmost of
endeavour and the most wholehearted service from its
members.
What, then, is St. Madeleine Sophie's achievement?
Briefly stated, it would seem to be this: that endowed with
much insight and wisdom, she was able to grasp with true
appreciation the educational tradition which the French
Revolution had swept away and to hand on that tradition
by means of a Religious Congregation ready, like herself,
to adapt its work to the changing need of the times.
Standing at the cross-roads and viewing both the past and
the future, she showed a remarkable power of selection and
assimilation. Moreover, she gave her Society two safe-
guards that ensured its integrity and its continuity, namely,
a transcending inner spirit giving life to the work, and a
constitutional government which has enabled it to weather
many a storm.
In the present chapter we shall consider somewhat gener-
ally the traditional ideas on the upbringing of Catholic
girls, ideas which were current all over Europe, but were
especially active in France during the two centuries pre-
ceding the French Revolution. The next two will consist
of a survey of the ideals and methods of the boys* schools
of the period; for these aims and methods of necessity
reacted upon the lives of their sisters. Then we shall take
a glimpse into a monastery, into an Ursuline convent, and
into the famous school of St. Cyr, in order to glean from
these establishments the principles and practice which
underlay and guided their work. Thus, the first part of